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Licensing & Inspections
A few thoughts from Jane Garvey, Chicago Creative Investors Association

Why are Governments passing licensing and inspection ordinances?

• They view rental properties as “the problem”.


Criminal activity


Illegal aliens


Run down buildings

• Police and law enforcement view it as the landlord’s responsibility to eliminate crime and blight. 

• Communities are not adequately utilizing the laws that are already in place.

• Some are unaware of the U.S. Constitution, and the Court cases that have found rental inspections illegal.

• Revenue source.

Why Is It Wrong?

• Illegal search – U.S. Constitution – 4th Amendment

• Unequal Protection – U.S. Constitution – 14th Amendment

• Expensive and time consuming regulations that adversely effect the good tenants and landlords, and may have little or no effect on the problem tenants and landlords.

• Ask people to tell you how they would feel if they were told that they had to allow government inspectors into their residence on 24 hours notice.  The inspectors could go anywhere, and look at anything they wanted.  If this doesn’t bother them, ask how they think their parent would feel about the same invasion of privacy.  Are we really willing to give up our Constitutional rights without a fight?
What Can You Do?
   Clean up your properties, and comply with all codes.

   Screen your tenants thoroughly & evict the bad ones.

   Get your tenants to take “ownership” of their homes.

   Call Code Enforcement about problem properties.

   Call the police about problem people, tenants, neighbors, and others.

   Talk to your tenants about this issue.

   Talk to Village & City officials about this issue.

   Talk about it to your neighbors, friends & other landlords.

   Talk about it to your State Legislators.

Inspections are an outrageous violation of a citizen’s rights.

As property owners and citizens we need to get others to see it that way!
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